
 
 

 



Overview 

 

MARTHA IS REMEMBERED FOR HER HOSPITALITY 

 

 

Marthas story is told in Luke 10:38-42 and John 11:17-45. 

 

Many older brothers and sisters have an irritating tendency to take charge, a habit 

developed while growing up. We can easily see this pattern in Martha, the older 

sister of Mary and Lazarus. She was used to being in control. 

 

The fact that Martha, Mary, and Lazarus are remembered for their hospitality takes 

on added significance when we note that hospitality was a social requirement in 

their culture. It was considered shameful to turn anyone away from your door. 

Apparently Marthas family met this requirement very well. 

 

Martha worried about details. She wished to please, to serve, to do the right 

thing—but she often succeeded in making everyone around her uncomfortable. 

Perhaps as the oldest she feared shame if her home did not measure up to 

expectations. She tried to do everything she could to make sure that wouldnt 

happen. As a result, she found it hard to relax and enjoy her guests, and even 

harder to accept Marys lack of cooperation in all the preparations. Marthas 

frustration was so intense that she finally asked Jesus to settle the matter. He gently 

corrected her attitude and showed her that her priorities, though good, were not the 

best. The personal attention she gave her guests should be more important than the 

comforts she tried to provide for them. 

 

Later, following her brother Lazaruss death, Martha could hardly help being 

herself. When she heard Jesus was finally coming, she rushed out to meet him and 

expressed her inner conflict of disappointment and hope. Jesus pointed out that her 

hope was too limited. He was not only Lord beyond death, he was Lord over 

death—the resurrection and the life! Moments later, Martha again spoke without 

thinking, pointing out that four-day-old corpses are well on their way to 

decomposition. Her awareness of details sometimes kept her from seeing the whole 

picture, but Jesus was consistently patient with her. 

 

In our last picture of Martha, she is once again serving a meal to Jesus and his 

disciples. She has not stopped serving. But the Bible records her silence this time. 

She has begun to learn what her younger sister already knew—that worship begins 

with silence and listening. 



 

 

Sister of Mary and Lazarus  

John 11:1  

Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and 

her sister Martha.  

The village of Bethany was located about two miles east of Jerusalem on the road 

to Jericho. It was near enough to Jerusalem for Jesus and the disciples to be in 

danger, but far enough away so as not to attract attention prematurely 

     

Ministers to Jesus  

 

Luke 10:38-42   

  

Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village: and a 

certain woman named Martha received him into her house.  

 

And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word. 

But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, 

dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? Bid her therefore that 

she help me.  

 

And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and 

troubled about many things: But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that 

good part, which shall not be taken away from her.  

 

Mary and Martha both loved Jesus. On this occasion they were both serving him. 

But Martha thought Mary’s style of serving was inferior to hers. She didn’t realize 

that in her desire to serve, she was actually neglecting her guest.  

 

Are you so busy doing things for Jesus that you’re not spending any time with 

him? Don’t let your service become self-serving. 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+10%3A38-42


Jesus did not blame Martha for being concerned about household chores. He was 

only asking her to set priorities. It is possible for service to Christ to degenerate 

into mere busywork that is no longer full of devotion to God. 

John 12:2  

There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them 

that sat at the table with him.  

Beloved by Jesus  

John 11:5  

Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.  

 

        Lessons from her life: 

 

 Getting caught up in details can make us forget the main reasons for our actions 

 There is a proper time to listen to Jesus and a proper time to work for him 

 

  

Key verse: 

“But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came 

to him and asked, Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by 

myself? Tell her to help me! “(Luke 10:40). 

 

 

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I ask you 

to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept you as savior and 

will follow you as Lord.  Amen. 
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